
 
 
                       Blessed Sacrament School Summer Reading List for Rising 8th Graders 2018 
 
We encourage all middle school students to read throughout the summer to enhance reading 
enjoyment while increasing reading proficiency.   To support these goals, 8th grade students will need to 
read two required books.   
 

1) 8th graders will read and complete an assignment for The Shack by William Young 
 

       2)    8th graders will read Amelia Lost-The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart by    
             Candace Fleming 

The assignments will be due on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 22, 2018.    
Teachers will follow up with additional meaningful discussions and assignments in class once school 
resumes, and this may include a quiz on the material.  
 
1st Book: 
The Shack by William Young  
Mackenzie Allen Philips' youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a family vacation and 
evidence that she may have been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in the Oregon 
wilderness. Four years later in the midst of his Great Sadness, Mack receives a suspicious note, 
apparently from God, inviting him back to that shack for a weekend. Against his better judgment he 
arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest nightmare. What he finds 
there will change Mack's world forever.  
 
2nd Book:  
Amelia Lost-The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart by Candace Fleming. 
In alternating chapters, Fleming deftly moves readers back and forth between Amelia's life (from 
childhood up until her last flight) and the exhaustive search for her and her missing plane. With 
incredible photos, maps, and handwritten notes from Amelia herself—plus informative sidebars tackling 
everything from the history of flight to what Amelia liked to eat while flying (tomato soup)—this unique 
nonfiction title is tailor-made for middle graders. 
 
Assignment for The Shack by William Young 
You are to build your own 3-D shack. You are to put inside put something that represents a time 
when you got "stuck" in your faith.  
In addition, you will write a three paragraph about your “stuck” faith experience 
 
The assignment for Amelia Lost-The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart will be a 
STREAM activity that will be completed during the first week of school. 
 


